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PARIS FOR USEC 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EGEN NS 

SUB J : AMBASSADOR TODMAN'S VISIT TO SURINAM-CARIBBEAN COOPERATION 

1 . IN MEETINGS WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN NOV 30, 

BOTH PRESIDENT FERRIER AND PRIME MINISTER ARRON EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE BUT SEEMED UNSURE 
ABOUT FORM AND DEGREE OF SURINAM PARTICIPATION. ARRON SAID THAT 

THEY WERE THINKING OF HAVING AMBASSADOR KARAMAT REPRESENT SURINAM AT 
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DECEMBER 14-15 MEETING. IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT IN ANY EVENT, HE SAID, 

TO SEND A MINISTER SINCE NEW PARLIAMENT MEETS ON DECEMBER 15 
AND IT IS HOPED THAT A NEW GOVERNMENT CAN BE PRESENTED ON 
THAT DAY. 

2. ARRON SAID THAT SURINAM WAS IN A SOMEWHAT AMBIGUOUS 
POSITION, BEING PHYSICALLY LOCATED ON THE MAINLAND OF 
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SOUTH AMERICA BUT WITH LONG-STANDING TIES TO HOLLAND AND ETHNIC/CULTU 
RAL 

LINKS WITH THE CARIBBEAN STATES. AN APPROPRIATE FOREIGN 
POLICY FOR NEWLY-INDEPENDENT SURINAM WAS STILL BEING 
DEFINED. IN REGARD TO THE CARIBBEAN, HE NOTED THAT SURINAM. 

BECAUSE OF ITS COLONIAL PAST, PRODUCED MANY OF THE SAME 
PRODUCTS AS THE OTHER STATES. MOREOVER, THE ENGLISH- 
SPEAKING COUNTRIES TENDED TO STICK TOGETHER IN INTERNATIONAL 
FORUMS. SURINAM FOR EXAMPLE HAD BEEN ISOLATED ON OCCASION 
IN EC INSTITUTIONS. A FURTHER CONSIDERATION WAS SURINAM'S 
"SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP" WITH BRAZIL AND GROWING TIES WITH 
VENEZUELA. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE SURINAM CLEARLY INTENDS TO BE REPRESENTED 
AT THE DECEMBER CONFERENCE, ITS PARTICIPATION WILL BE LOW- 
KEY AND IT MAY STILL OPT FOR OBSERVER STATUS IN THE 
CARIBBEAN GROUP ITSELF. LOCAL DUTCH DEVELOPMENT OFFICIALS 
HAVE INFORMED US THAT THEY ARE UNDER INSTRUCTION TO URGE 
SURINAM TO PARTICIPATE IN CARIBBEAN INITIATIVE. ZURHELLEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AMBASSADORS, VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Dec-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PARAMA01291 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770446-0005 

Format: TEL 

From: PARAMARIBO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t197712105/aaaadkzf.tel 

Line Count: 81 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b3f3cefb-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 112762 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMBASSADOR TODMANYS VISIT TO SURINAM-CARIBBEAN COOPERATION 
TAGS: EGEN, NS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b3f3cefb-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



